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Over the Coffee !
 The last quarter of 2017 is here!  The year has, as it seems it does these days, 
moved along quickly and now we are in the time of fall leaf colors and brisk mornings.  
A neighbor of mine says that he is hoping we have lots of snow this winter (he has a 
little pre-school daughter) and I responded that it would be OK for a white Christmas, 
but I will take the moderate temps if they come.  But fall is special. !
 Instead of listing the Common Lectionary this month (I will let you look that up 
yourselves on-line if you are following things), I thought I would use this space to 
promote the very important programming that we have coming this month: !
 First of all, we have our ABC of Ohio Annual Gathering in the Crowne Plaza – 
Columbus North.  This will be held October 3-4 and the theme is “Transformed by the 
Journey.”  The keynote speaker is Dr. William Shiell, the president of Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.  You can consult the ABC of Ohio website for details. !
 Secondly, we are hosting the Third Annual Multicultral Service for the Columbus 
Baptist Association on October 8th at 4:00 p.m.  This worship service will be a special 
celebration of our unity in Christ and I will be giving a message from Galatians 3:28 
with the title, “Celebrating Unity in a Diversity Time.”  I hope that all of you will come 
and be part of this.  The support of our congregation will go a long way toward making 
that unity a reality.  Nancy Bootes is preparing a delightful and tasty dinner for us to 
share in the Fellowship Hall afterwards.  There will be a combined CBA choir singing, 
as well as traditional hymns. !
 Thirdly, in honor of the 500th Anniversary of the start of the Reformation, we will 
be having an All-Church Breakfast on October 22nd at 9:30 a.m.  There will be a movie 
shown during breakfast that highlights the Reformation.  We are still screening some 
movies to find the right one to fit in that time slot. !
 Fourthly, we will be celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation at a 
luncheon on October 29th at noon.  This will take place right after the morning worship 
service and it will give additional historical highlights for your consideration.  Carol 
Miller has completed two new banners for this month's celebrations.  Come and share in 
these special times.  You will be blessed! !
Pastor Cy !



October Anniversaries 

Chris & Roni Petersen - 10/19 !
October Birthdays 

Donovan “D.J.” Steele - 10/3 
Brandon Bautista - 10/4 
Harold Castor - 10/10 
Cate Smerdel - 10/11 
Judy Darst - 10/17 

Mary Rose Shoemaker - 10/17 
Emma Burford - 10/20 
Karen Dowler - 10/23 

Matthew Broughton - 10/25 
Mike Boyer - 10/28 

Justin Barrett - 10/29 !
Assistance with Utilities and Groceries 

 Anyone having trouble paying bills or feeding a 
family may be referred to the Clintonville Resource 
Center for assistance.  Individuals or families must 
live north of Hudson Street and south of Worthing-
ton, west of I-71 and east of Route 315, and must 
bring an ID and proof of address (such as a utility 
bill in their name) to CRC between noon and 4:00 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays.  CRC is located at 
3222 North High Street, Columbus, OH; phone: 
614-268-3539.  Also, if anyone needs special assis-
tance please do not hesitate to bring your situation 
to the attention of Pastor Cy. !

Financial Secretary’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report

!
BIBLE READINGS FOR OCTOBER & REFORMATION: 
 October 1 - Romans 1:17       
 October 8 - Ephesians 2:8       
 October 15 - 1 Peter 2:5     
 October 22 - 2 Timothy 3:16     
 October 29 - Matthew 11:29-30     

Jan Snowball for Tim McCarthy 

!

CATEGORY SEPTEMBER THIRD 
QUARTER

BUDGET RECEIPTS $8,098.50 $22,771.96

MISSIONS / DESIGNATED

     WMO 518.40 518.40

OTHER / DESIGNATED

     Fellowship Fund 102.00 377.00

     Parking Donation 0.00 50.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $8,718.90 $23,717.36

– Bette Martin

CATEGORY SEPTEMBER
THIRD 

QUARTER

INCOME

BUDGET RECEIPTS   8,098.50       22,598.50 

     Parking Donations   -00                50.00        

     U - BWC Refund   -00                173.46      

TOTAL BUDGET RECEIPTS   8,098.50       22,821.96 

Designated Offering - Fellowship Fund   102.00          377.00      

Designated Offering - WMO Offering   518.40          518.40      

Interest on Money Market Savings   0.65              2.01          

TOTAL INCOME  $ 8,719.55    $ 23,719.37 

EXPENSES

Designated:  Fellowship Fund Payment   102.00          387.00      

Designated:  OGHS Offering payment   -00                1,263.21   

Miscellaneous Fees   -00                187.30      

Ministry Team Expenses

     ABC United Missions   -00                1,200.00   

     Food for Luncheons   15.11             31.86        

     Other Ministry Team Expenses   -00                42.00        

     Worship Team Expenses   32.06            217.81      

Operating Expenses

     Facilities-Equipment-Maintenance   214.05          457.26      

     Insurance   872.75          872.75      

     Office Supplies   59.43            245.67      

     Utilities   1,323.59       3,050.05   

Pastor's Compensation   4,924.05       15,553.13 

Staff Expenses

     Custodial Services   300.00          900.00      

     Musician Services   350.00          875.00      

     Workers Compensation   -00                38.99        

Payroll taxes paid   -00                666.70      

TOTAL Taxes Withheld   (111.11)         (333.35)    

TOTAL EXPENSES  $ 8,081.93    $ 25,655.38 

– Tim McCarthy, Treasurer



Ann Judson Circle 

 The Ann Judson Circle began their new year at    
Cindy Tillis’ home with 13 members and one guest 
present.  The circle business was conducted and 
Marilyn Yost shared a devotion on why we work 
based on a passage from Ecclesiastes.  Program 
guest speaker Peggy Burke shared about her many 
trips abroad and how God led in her experiences 
from secular work to mission work through the 
American Baptist Ministries in other countries, 
mostly in Haiti for almost 30 years with many 
photographs.  A dessert was then enjoyed before 
adjournment. 
 The circle will next meet at Nancy Bootes’ home    
on October 10, 2017. !

Homegoings 

 Virginia Wright passed away at 93 on August 19,   
2017 while under hospice care for Alzheimer’s at 
Wesley Glen.  She enjoyed her church family at 
North Baptist and will be missed. !
 Hazel Cline passed away at 100 on September 3,   
2017 after living with her sister-in-law Violet 
McNamara for a number of  years.  Hazel had been 
a long time member of North Baptist but unable to 
attend in her final years, and will be remembered 
for her sweet manner and long life.  !

Prayer Needs 

Katie Brigham - heart problems 
Harold Castor - assisted living in Friendship Village 
Carol Miller - healing and peace for stepfather John, 
             aunts Suddie and Wanda, and cousin 
             Randy 
Dave Miller - Parkinson’s disease, physical therapy 
Bud & Pat Petersen - request prayer 
Kathryn Ritter - requests prayer 
Cedric Shields - in Wesley Glen 
Debbie Smalley - recovering at home 
Bill Vargo - requests prayer 
Ann Waltman - recovering from knee replacement 
Pat & Bill Whittington:  moving to assisted living in 
  Wesley Glen for Pat’s recovery                             
  from fall injuries and care for                             
  Bill with Alzheimer’s                                 
Marilyn Yost - back pain 
Marilyn Yost’s nephew Tom Yost - healing of 
             remaining cancer !

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God !
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. !
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God's own  
     choosing. 
You ask Who that may be?  Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth His name, from age to age the same; 
and He must win the battle. !
And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo  
     us, 
we will not fear, for God has willed His truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure; 
one little word shall fell him. !
That Word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill:  God's truth abideth still; 
His kingdom is forever!  !
The one hymn that most symbolizes the Protestant 
Reformation is "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”  In it, Martin 
Luther proclaims his confidence in God and rallies all 
Christians to war against evil.  Basing his words on Psalm 46, 
he victoriously states, "We will not fear, for God has willed His 
truth to triumph through us.”  Those persecuted and martyred 
for their convictions during the Reformation sang these words. !
Luther understood the power of evil:  After he posted his 
ninety-five theses on the door of Wittenberg's Castle in 1517, 
he faced years of trials and persecution, he was excom-
municated from the Roman church, and he continually faced 
threats against his life and his freedom.  Other reformers had 
been persecuted and burned at the stake. !
But he also knew "God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in danger" (Psalm 46:1) and so he wrote "A 
Mighty Fortress is our God," proclaiming boldly that "the prince 
of darkness grim, we tremble not for him . . . one little word 
shall fell him." !
Since he wrote it in 1529, Luther's hymn has been translated 
into nearly every language.  There are said to be over eighty 
English translations alone to this hymn, but the version most 
used in the United States is the translation by Frederic Henry 
Hedge in 1852. !
The first line of "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" is inscribed on 
the tomb of Martin Luther at Wittenberg.  And its powerful 
words and tune continue to live.  The hymn was sung at the 
funeral of President Dwight D. Eisenhower at the National 
Cathedral in Washington DC, March 1969.  And it was also 
included in the National Service of Prayer and Remembrance, 
held shortly after the September 11, 2001 attacks against 
America. !
http://songsandhymns.org/hymns/detail/a-mighty-fortress-is-our-god 



WHO WAS MARTIN LUTHER? !
Theologian Martin Luther forever changed 
Christianity when he began the Protestant 
Reformation in 16th-century Europe. !
Martin Luther (November 10, 1483 to 
February 18, 1546) was a German monk 
who began the Protestant Reformation in 
the 16th century, becoming one of the 

most influential and controversial figures in Christian history.  Luther 
called into question some of the basic tenets of Roman Catholicism, 
and his followers soon split from the Roman Catholic Church to begin 
the Protestant tradition.  His actions set in motion reform within the 
Church.  A prominent theologian, Luther’s desire for people to feel 
closer to God led him to translate the Bible into the language of the 
people, radically changing the relationship between church leaders 
and their followers. !
MARTIN LUTHER’S '95 THESES' AND THE REFORMATION 
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, angry with Pope Leo X’s new 
round of indulgences to help build St. Peter’s Basilica, nailed a sheet 
of paper with his 95 Theses on the University of Wittenberg’s chapel 
door.  Though Luther intended these to be discussion points, the 95 
Theses laid out a devastating critique of the indulgences, good works 
(which sometimes involved monetary donations) that popes could 
grant to the people to cancel out penance for sins, as corrupting 
people’s faith.  Luther also sent a copy to Archbishop Albert Albrecht 
of Mainz, calling on him to end the sale of indulgences.  Aided by the 
printing press, copies of the 95 Theses spread throughout Germany 
within two weeks and throughout Europe within two months. !
The Church eventually moved to stop the act of defiance.  In October 
1518, at a meeting with Cardinal Thomas Cajetan in Augsburg, 
Martin Luther was ordered to recant his 95 Theses by the authority of 
the pope.  Luther said he would not recant unless scripture proved 
him wrong.  He went further, stating he didn’t consider that the 
papacy had the authority to interpret scripture.  The meeting ended in 
a shouting match and initiated his ultimate excommunication from the 
Church. !
Martin Luther’s parents, Hans and Margarette Luther, were of 
peasant linage.  However Hans had some success as a miner and 
ore smelter, and in 1484 the family moved from Eisleben to nearby 
Mansfeld, where Hans held ore deposits. !
Hans Luther knew that mining was a tough business and wanted his 
promising son to have better: He wanted him to become a lawyer.  At 
age seven, Martin Luther entered school in Mansfeld.  At 14 Martin 
Luther went north to Magdeburg, where he continued his studies.  In 
1498, he returned to Eisleben and enrolled in a school, studying 
grammar, rhetoric and logic.  He later compared this experience to 
purgatory and hell. !
In 1501, Martin Luther entered the University of Erfurt, where he 
received a Master of Arts degree in grammar, logic, rhetoric and 
metaphysics.  At this time, it seemed he was on his way to becoming 
a lawyer. !
BECOMING A MONK 
In July 1505, Luther had a life-changing experience that set him on a 
new course to becoming a monk.  Caught in a horrific thunderstorm 
where he feared for his life, Luther cried out to St. Anne, the patron 
saint of miners, “Save me, St. Anne, and I’ll become a monk!”  The 
storm subsided and he was saved. !
Most historians believe this was not a spontaneous act, but an idea 
already formulated in Luther’s mind.  The decision to become a monk 
was difficult and greatly disappointed his father, but he felt he must 
keep a promise.  Luther was also driven by fears of hell and God’s 
wrath, and felt that life in a monastery would help him find salvation. !
ENLIGHTENMENT AND REFORMATION 
The first few years of monastic life were difficult for Martin Luther, as 
he did not find the religious enlightenment he was seeking.  A mentor 

told him to focus his life exclusively on Christ and this would later 
provide him with the guidance he sought. !
At age 27, Luther was given the opportunity to be a delegate to a 
Catholic church conference in Rome.  He came away more dis-
illusioned and very discouraged by the immorality and corruption he 
witnessed there among the Catholic priests.  Upon his return to 
Germany, he enrolled in the University of Wittenberg in an attempt to 
suppress his spiritual turmoil.  He excelled in his studies and received 
a doctorate, becoming a professor of theology at the university. !
Through his studies of scripture, Martin Luther finally gained religious 
enlightenment.  Beginning in 1513, while preparing lectures, Luther 
read the first line of Psalm 22, which Christ wailed in his cry for 
mercy on the cross, a cry similar to Luther’s own disillusionment with 
God and religion.  Two years later, while preparing a lecture on Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans, he read, “The just will live by faith.”  He 
dwelled on this statement for some time.  Finally, he realized the key 
to spiritual salvation was not to fear God or be enslaved by religious 
dogma but to believe that faith alone would bring salvation.  This 
period marked a major change in his life and set in motion the 
Reformation. !
EXCOMMUNICATION AND THE DIET OF WORMS 
Following the publication of his 95 Theses, Martin Luther continued to 
lecture and write in Wittenberg.  In June and July of 1519 Luther 
publicly declared that the Bible did not give the pope the exclusive 
right to interpret scripture, which was a direct attack on the authority 
of the papacy.  Finally, in 1520, the pope had had enough and on 
June 15 issued an ultimatum threatening Luther with excommu-
nication.  On December 10, 1520, Luther publicly burned the letter.  
In January 1521, Martin Luther was officially excommunicated from 
the Roman Catholic Church. !
In March 1521, Luther was summoned before the Diet of Worms, a 
general assembly of secular authorities.  Again, Luther refused to 
recant his statements, demanding he be shown any scripture that 
would refute his position.  There was none.  On May 8, 1521, the 
council released the Edict of Worms, banning Luther’s writings and 
declaring him a “convicted heretic.” This made him a condemned and 
wanted man.  Friends helped him hide out at the Wartburg Castle. 
While in seclusion, he translated the New Testament into the German 
language, to give ordinary people the opportunity to read God’s word. !
LUTHERANISM 
Though still under threat of arrest, Martin Luther returned to 
Wittenberg Castle Church, in Eisenach, in May 1522 to organize a 
new church, Lutheranism.  He gained many followers and got 
support from German princes.  When a peasant revolt began in 
1524, Luther denounced the peasants and sided with the rulers, 
whom he depended on to keep his church growing.  Thousands of 
peasants were killed, but Luther’s church grew over the years. !
LUTHER’S WIFE AND CHILDREN 
In 1525, Martin Luther married Katharina von Bora, a former nun who 
had abandoned the convent and taken refuge in Wittenberg. 
Together, over the next several years, they had six children. !
LATER YEARS 
From 1533 to his death in 1546, Martin Luther served as the dean of 
theology at University of Wittenberg.  During this time he suffered 
from many illnesses, including arthritis, heart problems and digestive 
disorders.  The physical pain and emotional strain of being a fugitive 
might have been reflected in his writings.  Some works contained 
strident and offensive language against several segments of society, 
particularly Jews and to a lesser degree, Muslims, including Luther’s 
treatise The Jews and Their Lies. !
DEATH 
Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546 at the age of 62 during a trip 
to his hometown of Eisleben. !

https://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-9389283

https://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-9389283

