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North Baptist Church      September 2017 
!

Over the Coffee !
 As this next month begins we can't help but be overwhelmed with concern and care 
for our brothers and sisters who have been upended by Hurricane Harvey.  Millions of 
people will find themselves still trying to get back to normal months and even years 
from now.  Donations can be made to North Baptist Church and designated for the relief 
effort of our denomination and they will be passed on through the appropriate channels.  
I have noticed that there are all kinds of other places to give – even in the coin boxes at 
your local Panera restaurant.  While God's mercy has worked to spare human loss, the 
suffering of those effected will undoubtedly be great for a long time to come.  Let us be 
thankful for the way in which great good is being shown despite the terrible 
circumstances. !
 As we come back to a normal schedule this fall, we will be looking at the Common 
Lectionary texts for most of the Sundays.  As we move into October we will have a 
special month celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.  We will 
review some history and talk about the continual reformation that is taking place in our 
own time as well.  We are certainly at a crossroads in many ways and the issue of where 
to go from here is alive today. !
 Common Lectionary Readings for September: !
Sept. 3 Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 
Sept. 10 Exodus 12:1-14, Psalm 149, Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20 
Sept. 17 Exodus 14:19-31, Psalm 114, Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35 
Sept. 24 Exodus 16:2-15, Psalm 105:37-45, Philippians 1:21-30, Matthew 20:1-16 !
 Scripture and Messages for September: !
Sept. 3 Matthew 26:17-35 “Where Do We Go From Here?”         
Sept. 10 Matthew 18:15-20 “The Power of Two”       
Sept. 17 Matthew 18:21-35 “On Failing to Follow Our Example”       
Sept. 24 Matthew 20:1-16 “The Logic of God's Grace”         !

 Summer is essentially over!  Midweek Bible Study begins on Sept. 6th at 11:00 a.m. !
Pastor Cy !!!



September Anniversaries 

Pastor Cy & Shari Broughton - 9/6 
George & Marcia Smith - 9/6 
John & Bette Martin - 9/14 !

September Birthdays 

Roni Petersen - 9/10 
Joe Brown - 9/18 

Cedric Shields - 9/18 
Cindy Tillis - 9/19 

Dorena Brown - 9/21 
Chris Petersen - 9/23 
Mark Mahan - 9/28 
Kelly Smith - 9/28 
Dee Thomas - 9/28 

Anne Kesterson - 9/30 !
Assistance with Utilities and Groceries 

 Anyone having trouble paying bills or feeding a 
family may be referred to the Clintonville Resource 
Center for assistance.  Individuals or families must 
live north of Hudson Street and south of Worthing-
ton, west of I-71 and east of Route 315, and must 
bring an ID and proof of address (such as a utility 
bill in their name) to CRC between noon and 4:00 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays.  CRC is located at 
3222 North High Street, Columbus, OH; phone: 
614-268-3539.  Also, if anyone needs special assis-
tance please do not hesitate to bring your situation 
to the attention of Pastor Cy. !

Financial Secretary’s Report 

!!
!
!

Treasurer’s Report for August 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

CATEGORY AUGUST

BUDGET RECEIPTS $7,256.46

OTHER / DESIGNATED

     Fellowship Fund 149.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $7,405.46

– Bette Martin

CATEGORY 8/1-31/17
INCOME
BUDGET RECEIPTS:  Sunday offerings 7,083.00
BUDGET RECEIPTS:  U - BWC Refund 173.46
TOTAL BUDGET RECEIPTS 7,256.46
Designated Offering - Fellowship Fund 149.00
Receipts - Other:  Bank Interest 0.68
TOTAL INCOME  $ 7,406.14  

EXPENSES
Designated Offerings
     Fellowship Fund Payment 285.00
Fees:  Finance charge 19.00
Ministry Team Expenses 
     Other Team Expenses 42.00
     Worship Team Expenses 175.00
Operating Expenses
     Facilities / Equipment / Maintenance 180.30
     Office Supplies 152.10
Utilities

Electric Bill (AEP) 240.04
Phone and Internet Bill (AT&T) 119.00
Gas Bill (Columbia Gas) 399.00
Trash and recyclables (RUMPKE) 96.66

Pastor's Compensation 5314.54
Staff Expenses:  Custodial Services 300.00
Staff Expenses:  Musician Services 350.00
Staff Expenses:  Workers Compensation 38.99
Taxes Withheld:  Columbus -60.37
Taxes Withheld:  Ohio -50.75
TOTAL EXPENSES  $ 7,600.51  

Checking Account balance 8/31/17  $ 1,541.63  

– Tim McCarthy, Treasurer



BIBLE READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER: 
 September 3 - Romans 8       
 September 10 - Galatians 2, 3     
 September 20 - Philippians 4     
 September 27 - Ephesians 2, James 2     !

OUR CHURCH LIBRARY 

 I recently came across a book in our library that I    
find quite informative.  The title of the book is 
Protestantism by J. Jeslie Dunstan, copyright 1961. 
At this time, I have read only about one-third of the 
book but am finding it hard to put down. 
 The author is looking at the Protestant Church at    
the time of its birth during the Protestant 
Reformation in the early 1500s.  He is exploring the 
ideas of what drew people to question the 
established church, and not only on a spiritual basis 
but also in the political arena.  He uses texts from 
Martin Luther, John Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli to 
demonstrate how these spiritual leaders expressed 
their thoughts about the church, faith, grace, good 
works, the Kingdom of God, and human society. 
Mention is made of earlier martyrs and would-be 
reformers.  Also examined are why this happened to 
be the right time for the Reformation to take place. 
 The author also explores the issue of the diversity    
of Protestant churches, why and how this 
demonstrates itself, and how it was inevitable that it 
should happen.  Discussed are the excesses of the 
established church of the time, the ways in which 
the church had departed from Biblical truth, and 
how individuals were to “listen to God rather than 
to men”. 
 This is just one example of how I find the books    
in our church library to be a valuable resource. !

Tim McCarthy, Librarian !
Ann Judson Circle 

 The Ann Judson Circle will begin their new year    
at Cindy Tillis’s home on September 12th at 2:00 
p.m.  For the program Peggy Burke will speak on 
her work in Asia. !

Address for Cards 

 Kathryn Ritter - 7730 Danbridge Way, Wester-  
ville, OH  43082 (phone unavailable). !

Prayer Needs 

Katie Brigham - heart problems 
Harold Castor - assisted living in Friendship Village 
Hazel Cline (100) & Vi McNamara - living together 
Carol Miller - healing and peace for stepfather John, 
             aunts Suddie and Wanda, and cousin 
             Randy 
Dave Miller - Parkinson’s disease, physical therapy 
Bud & Pat Petersen - request prayer 
Kathryn Ritter - requests prayer 
Cedric Shields - in Wesley Glen 
Debbie Smalley - recovering at home 
Bill Vargo - requests prayer 
Ann Waltman - recovery from knee replacement 
Pat & Bill Whittington:  Pat  - stronger lungs; 
        Bill - Alzheimer’s 
Marilyn Yost - back pain 
Marilyn Yost’s nephew Tom Yost - healing of 
             remaining cancer !

It's September  
by Edgar Albert Guest !

It's September, and the orchards are afire with red and gold, 
And the nights with dew are heavy, and the morning's sharp with 
 cold; 
Now the garden's at its gayest with the salvia blazing red 
And the good old-fashioned asters laughing at us from their bed; 
Once again in shoes and stockings are the children's little feet, 
And the dog now does his snoozing on the bright side of the street. !
It's September, and the cornstalks are as high as they will go, 
And the red cheeks of the apples everywhere begin to show; 
Now the supper's scarcely over ere the darkness settles down 
And the moon looms big and yellow at the edges of the town; 
Oh, it's good to see the children, when their little prayers are said, 
Duck beneath the patchwork covers when they tumble into bed. !
It's September, and a calmness and a sweetness seem to fall 
Over everything that's living, just as though it hears the call 
Of Old Winter, trudging slowly, with his pack of ice and snow, 
In the distance over yonder, and it somehow seems as though 
Every tiny little blossom wants to look its very best 
When the frost shall bite its petals and it droops away to rest. !
It's September!  It's the fullness and the ripeness of the year; 
All the work of earth is finished, or the final tasks are near, 
But there is no doleful wailing; every living thing that grows, 
For the end that is approaching wears the finest garb it knows. 
And I pray that I may proudly hold my head up high and smile 
When I come to my September in the golden afterwhile. 



Handel’s Messiah - the Story 
Behind the Classic!!

Without question, one of the 
most famous pieces of music 
ever written or performed is 
Handel’s Messiah.  Note that 
the title of this work is not ‘The 
Messiah’, but simply Messiah.  
Handel was a German born in 
Halle in 1685.  When he was 
old enough, because he 
wanted to compose opera, he 
moved to Italy at the invitation 
of the D’Medici family, but 
unfortunately for him, the Pope 
had banned opera at that time, 

and he found himself scrambling to compose occasion pieces.  
Eventually the ban was lifted and Handel had a successful 
opera entitled Agrippina, but by then he had become more 
famous for composing sacred music, for example his Dixit 
Dominus (‘Thus says the Lord), composed in 1707, became a 
very famous composition in due course. !
In the beginnings of the 18th century there was much ferment 
and furor over what counted as sacred music and what 
counted as secular music.  Handel got caught in the crossfire 
to some extent.  Discouraged with the musical situation in Italy, 
Handel moved first to Germany and then to England in 1712, 
and by 1727 had become a naturalized citizen of the British 
realm. His timing here was better than in Italy because 
England came to have a King from Hanover in Germany, 
namely King George – the one the American colonists had so 
much trouble with.  In fact, Handel had returned to Germany 
and had become the Kapellmeister for George the Elector of 
Hanover before he ever became King of England. !
In 1725 Handel moved into a newly built flat on Brook Street in 
London where he was to live the rest of his life, dying in 1759. 
This house is today the well known Handel House Museum, 
and well worth a visit, too.   !
In April of 1737 at 52 Handel seems to have suffered from a 
stroke which incapacitated him, making it impossible for him to 
perform (he played the spinet or keyboard) or conduct, 
because it had paralyzed his right arm and he was right 
handed.  He also complained of blurred vision.  The truth was, 
as well, that falling in and out of favor with royalty left him 
alternately in and out of money, and because he was not a 
wise businessman he in fact lost a fortune in the opera 
business and, depressed and in debt, gave it up in 1740. !
It was only shortly after these calamities in Handel’s life that he 
came across a libretto composed by Charles Jennens. 
Composed entirely of Scripture portions, mainly from the OT, 
Handel was deeply affected when he read this libretto.  It was 
divided into three parts: 1) prophecies about the coming 
Messiah (largely drawing on Isaiah); 2) the birth, life, ministry, 
death, resurrection of Christ; 3) the End Times with Christ’s 
final victory over sin and death, largely based in the Book of 
Revelation.  Inspired, Handel decided he must compose an 
oratorio based on this libretto.  The story of the composition of 
this most famous of all Christian musical works has been told 

variously.  What we can say with certainty is that he composed 
the work in a short period of time during the summer of 1741, 
and when he got to the Hallelujah Chorus, his assistant found 
him in tears saying “I did think I saw heaven open, and saw the 
very face of God”.  He completed it on September 14, 1741 
after working on it nonstop for 23 days.  Today, of course, it is 
the first two parts of this work that mostly get performed.  The 
Hallelujah chorus is in fact the conclusion of part two, but in 
performances today it regularly is used to climax and conclude 
the Christmas performance of the first part of the oratorio. !
The work first premiered during the Easter season in April 
1742, and interestingly enough John Wesley was one of the 
ones who saw an early performance of this work.  In his journal 
he commented, “there were some parts that were affecting, but 
I doubt it has staying power”.  It’s a good thing he didn’t go into 
the music business.  His brother Charles actually got to know 
Handel a bit before Handel died, and visited him in his London 
home on more than one occasion.  Charles, of course, 
composed two well known Christmas hymns – Lo, He Comes 
with Clouds Descending, and the more familiar Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing.  Unlike Handel, he was a writer of lyrics, 
not primarily a composer of music, which was Handel’s forte. !
While it would certainly be too much to call it an overnight 
sensation, it is clear that this work quickly became very popular 
and was soon to be seen as a classic.  What is interesting is 
that Handel kept tinkering with it and changing it.  As one 
source says, “Handel conducted Messiah many times and 
often altered the music to suit the needs of the singers and 
orchestra he had available to him for each performance.  In 
consequence, no single version can be regarded as the 
“authentic” one.  Many more variations and rearrangements 
were added in subsequent centuries – a notable arrangement 
was one by Mozart, translated into German.  In the Mozart 
version a French horn replaces the trumpet on ‘The Trumpets 
shall sound’, even though Luther’s bible translation speaks of a 
last trombone.  In fact, of course, the libretto was based on the 
Authorized or King James Version, except the portions from 
the Psalms, which were extracted from the Great Bible as it 
was found in the readings in the BCP, the Book of Common 
Prayer. !
Fortunately for Handel, King George decided that this work 
was worthy of being attended and supported, and this in turn 
led to one of the most interesting traditions connected to this 
masterpiece.  When the Hallelujah Chorus began to play in the 
performance the King attended, he abruptly stood up, 
apparently as a way of indicating he recognized that Christ 
was the King of Kings.  Now it was normal protocol that if the 
King stood at any time, no one in his presence sat, and so the 
entire audience stood for the performance of the Hallelujah 
Chorus.  This tradition has been maintained even until today. !
Handel could never have anticipated that this work would 
become perhaps the most performed piece of classical music in all 
of history, all to the glory of Christ.  And he certainly could not 
have anticipated the many and various versions of the 
performance of Messiah. !

Read more at http://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/
bibleandculture/2009/12/handels-messiah-the-story-behind-the-

classic.html#UDG8RdRR0Lj7cQWD.99

http://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/bibleandculture/2009/12/handels-messiah-the-story-behind-the-classic.html#UDG8RdRR0Lj7cQWD.99

