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Over the Coffee !
 Happy New Year and may 2017 bring wonderful things for you.  Our oldest      
member, Hazel Cline will turn 100 years young this month!  She lives in Delaware 
County now with her sister-in-law, Vi McNamara, and fondly remembers all her years 
at North Baptist while living just a block away.  Happy birthday – Hazel! !
 The Common Lectionary readings for this month include:      

 Jan. 1 Ecc. 3:1-13, Rev. 21:1-6a, Matt. 25:31-46 (New Year's Day Readings)          
 Jan. 1 Isaiah 63:7-9, Ps. 148, Heb. 2:10-18, Matt. 2:13-23 (Sun. after Christmas)          
 Jan. 6 Isaiah 60:1-6; Ps. 72:1-7,10-14; Eph. 3;1-12; Matt. 2:1-12 (Epiphany)          
 Jan. 8 Isaiah 42:1-9, Ps. 29, Acts 10:34-43, Matt. 3:13-17 (Baptism of Jesus)          
 Jan. 15 Isaiah 49:1-7, Ps. 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42        
 Jan. 22 Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23        
 Jan. 29 Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12        !
 We return for Bible study on Wednesday, January 4th, at 11:00 am.  All are invited.       
It may be cold outside but we will have it warm in the library for our meetings this 
month. !
 We are planning to have a movie night on a Saturday evening this month.  Date,      
time, and movie to be decided.  Check with secretary, Janis Snowball, or watch the 
bulletin for information.  Hopefully we will have cooperative weather. !
 Thanks to Rev. Kirk Gay for filling in for me on January 1st.  It was nice to see our      
two sons for Christmas, then work a few days, and take a few days of vacation to 
finish out 2016.  Debbie Smalley continues to get stronger at Select Specialty Hospital 
and I was able to visit her and bring her a Bible this week.  She appreciates our 
prayers as the recovery from surgery will continue for several weeks.  Others are 
getting stronger at home and Dorothy Johnson is at Wesley Glen rehabbing from hip 
surgery.  Some are limping along into a new year, but God is with us and we remain 
faithful and strong. !
 Enjoy the new year.  Believe it or not, the days get longer each day.      !
Pastor Cy !
!



January Anniversaries 
Fred & Nancy Morris - 1/17 !

January Birthdays 
Hazel Cline - 1/2 

Carissa Bautista - 1/3 
John Martin - 1/6 

Kirk Gay - 1/7 
Brent Bautista - 1/8 

Lance Kesterson - 1/8 
Reagan Petersen - 1/8 
Faith Ann Davis - 1/9 
Kathy Widman - 1/11 

Jeremiah Jarrell - 1/13 
Paul Davis - 1/16 

Wade Kesterson - 1/19 
Raina Smith - 1/24 
Joan Stewart - 1/24 

Martha Mahan - 1/28 
Jim Dowdy - 1/30 

Maryanne Hildebrand - 1/31 !
Assistance with Utilities and Groceries 

 Anyone having trouble paying bills or feeding a 
family may be referred to the Clintonville Resource 
Center for assistance.  Individuals or families must 
live north of Hudson Street and south of Worthing-
ton, west of I-71 and east of Route 315, and must 
bring an ID and proof of address (such as a utility bill 
in their name) to CRC between noon and 4:00 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays.  CRC is located at 3222 N. 
High St., Columbus, OH; phone: 614-268-3539.  Also, 
if anyone needs special assistance please do not 
hesitate to bring your situation to the attention of 
Pastor Cy. !

Ann Judson Circle 
 The Ann Judson Circle met at the church on       
December 20th at 2:00 p.m. with 14 members present., 
postponed from December 13th due to weather condi-
tions.  Christmas stocking bags prepared by members 
were brought to the church and taken to CRC after the 
original meeting date.  Carol Miller opened the meet-
ing with prayer and members enjoyed a fellowship 
dessert with pie, nuts, candy and coffee while signing 
greeting cards.  The circle business was conducted, 
and Carol Miller shared a devotion on “Cookie Cutter 
Christianity” which showed how making, baking and 
decorating Christmas cookies illustrates how the Lord 
shapes us into His image while leading us through the 
various experiences of our lives.  Afterward members 
had a ‘white elephant’ gift exchange before adjourning                       
until March. 

Anniversary Celebration 
 The people of North Baptist Church are invited 
to the 50th anniversary reception of Kirk and Nancy 
Gay on Sunday, 8 January 2017, at 2 - 4:00 p.m.  It 
will be at Maple Grove United Methodist Church, 
located at Henderson Road and North High Street.  
The parking is accessed behind Maple Grove 
Church on West Aldridge Road.  In place of per-
sonal gifts, it is hoped that donations will be made 
to CRC:  canned goods, food staples, or funds. !

From the Treasurer 
 As we begin a new year here at North Baptist       
Church, I want to encourage you each to look to 
God for wisdom in handling your finances.  I also 
think we need to thank God for shepherding North 
Baptist and each one of us through another year.  
The Lord has provided for everything that we 
needed.  The Lord continues to sustain us and 
provide for us. Expenses for the month of 
December were mostly just the expected ones.  We 
did also pay to have the carpet in the Fellowship 
Hall cleaned and the parking lot and sidewalks 
salted a couple of times. Below are the Bible 
readings for this month: !
 January 1 - Psalms 90, 91          
 January 8 - Psalms 121, 124          
 January 15 - Psalm 147        
 January 22 - Philippians 1, 2        
 January 29 - Philippians 3, 4        !

Tim McCarthy, Treasurer !
Financial Secretary’s Report

CATEGORY DECEMBER

TOTAL BUDGET RECEIPTS $7,676.50

MISSIONS / DESIGNATED

     RMMO 712.95

OTHER

     Fellowship Fund 238.00

     Poinsettias 127.90

     Pastor’s Love Gift 470.00

     Dowdy Memorial 535.00

     Newsletter Donation 50.00

     Storm Windows 570.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $10,380.35
(Cont’d)



!
OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 Those needing offering envelopes should see       
Bette Martin. !

NBC Adult Christmas Party 

 Thanks to all of you that attended the North       
Baptist Christmas party at Terry and Judy’s house 
and generously brought many items for the Clinton-
ville Resource Center.  The following items were 
delivered to CRC: !
Soup - cans / boxes 65 Adult gloves   9 prs.                
Meals 33 Warm hats 21                                         
Peanut Butter / Jelly 16 Child gloves 24 prs.                
Vegetables / Fruits 47 Socks   8                            
Cereal / Oats   8 Hat/glove sets   3                        
Tuna 10 Scarfs   7                                                 
Assorted food items 22 Vests   2                           
Cake mixes   5                  !
TOTAL                       206 TOTAL 74                     !

Acknowledgment 
 I would like to thank the members and friends       
of North Baptist Church for the many Christmas 
cards and the love gift this Christmas.  You are all 
greatly appreciated.        – Pastor Cy 

Poinsettias 

 We thank those listed below for providing       
poinsettias to adorn the sanctuary for celebrating 
our Lord’s nativity and in honor of loved ones. !
 In Honor of                                           

Pastor Cy Broughton Parents         !
Leroy Croxton God & Jesus, Our Father                    
   in Heaven                                           !
Bea Cunningham Husband, Mother,               
   Brothers and Sisters,                                           
   Mother-in-law & Sister-                                           
   in-law                                           !
Terry & Judy Darst Parents and Family             
   Members                                           !
Jim Dowdy Family                        !
Cedric Shields Wife Janet & daughter                    
   Lynn                                           !
Jan Snowball Nativity, Parents &                      
   Family                                           !
Dee Thomas Mother, Father, Marvin &                      
   Charlie                                           !
Mike & Cindy Tillis Our Parents          !
Robert L. Tustin Wife Jo Ann Tustin                !
Steve & Ann Waltman Our Parents       !
Bill & Pat Whittington Our Parents      !

Prayer Needs 

Nancy Bootes - sinus infection 
Harold Castor - assisted living in Friendship Village 
Judy Darst - friend Jane’s brother-in-law Dayle had 
           colon cancer -- may have returned 
Dorothy Johnson - in Wesley Glen after hip surgery 
Carol Miller - healing and peace for stepfather John, 
             aunts Suddie and Wanda and cousin 
             Randy 
Cedric Shields - assisted living in Wesley Glen 
Debbie Smalley - recovery from surgery 
Cindy Tillis - recovering from back surgery 
Bill Vargo - requests prayer 
Steve & Ann Waltman - friend Jill Geifler for 
        further cancer surgery 
Pat & Bill Whittington:  Pat  - stronger lungs; 
        Bill - Alzheimer’s 
Marilyn Yost - at home recovering from blood clot 
   in lung 
Marilyn Yost’s nephew Tom Yost - healing of 
             remaining cancer 

4th Quarter Report
TOTAL BUDGET RECEIPTS $24,681.50
MISSIONS / DESIGNATED

     WMO 1,399.28
     RMMO 857.95
OTHER

     Fellowship Fund 576.00
     Parking Donation 50.00
     Flowers 127.90
     Pastor’s Love Gift 570.00
     Storm Windows 570.00
     Newsletter Donation 50.00
     Memorials:
          Dowdy 2,640.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS $31,522.63

Bette Martin, Financial Secretary



History of the Epiphany 
Officially called "The Epiphany of the Lord," this feast 
celebrates the epiphany (manifestation) of Christ to the 
Gentiles, symbolized by Christ's manifestation to the Magi 
(Wise Men).  The feast originally was more closely 
connected to Jesus' baptism, the primary theme of the feast 
in Eastern Churches to this day. In addition, other manifes-
tations of Christ were often commemorated during 
Epiphany, including the miracle at Cana.  In fact, it has been 
asserted that the Baptism of the Lord, the adoration of the 
infant Jesus by the Magi, and the miracle at Cana all 
historically occurred on January 6. Whether this is true is 
contested, but either way, the Epiphany solemnity is 
celebrated on January 6, which falls within Christmastide.  
In some Catholic regions, the feast is translated to a 
Sunday.  The Eastern Churches often call the holiday 
Theophany, which means "manifestation of God." Eastern 
Christians also refer to the Epiphany as "Holy Lights" 
because they baptize on this day, and baptism brings about 
illumination.  Traditionally, Epiphany marked the end of the 
Twelve Days of Christmas. !
The story of the Magi traveling from the East to see the 
Christ Child appears only in the Gospel According to St. 
Matthew.  The word Magi, in Greek magoi, comes from the 
Latin word meaning “sage."  These particular sages were 
possibly Zoroastrian astrologers from Persia.  Upon seeing 
a star rising in the East (the Star of Bethlehem), they 
realized it was a sign that the king of the Jews had been 
born.  According to St. Ignatius of Antioch (d. AD 107), the 
star shone with an inexpressible brilliance, and the sun, 
moon, and other stars all formed a chorus around the 
special star (Letter to the Ephesians, 19).  The wise men 
followed the star to Bethlehem of Judea, and to Jesus' 
dwelling there.  Having arrived, they worshipped the infant 
Jesus, and gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. !
There have been numerous traditions that have grown up 
about the Wise Men.  Typically we think of there being three 
wise men because of the number of gifts, but Matthew 
doesn't tell us the exact number.  Since the 3rd century, 
Christian writers have referred to them as kings, even 
though Matthew doesn't specifically tell us that they were 
royalty.  Their names in the West, Gaspar (or Caspar), 
Melchior, and Balthasar date to the 6th century.  The names 
mean: Master-of-Treasure, King, and Protect-the-King, 
respectively.  The Syrian Church has given them the 
following Persian names: Larvandad, Hormisdas, and 
Gushnasaph. !
St. Bede the Venerable fills in a few gaps, providing colorful 
details about the Magi: !

The first was called Melchior.  He was an old man, with 
white hair and a long beard; he offered gold to the Lord 
as to his King.  The second, Gaspar by name, young, 
beardless, of ruddy hue, offered to Jesus his gift of 
incense, the homage due to Divinity.  The third, of black 
complexion, with heavy beard, was middle-aged and 
called Balthasar.  The myrrh he held in his hand 
prefigured the death of the Son of Man. !

St. Bede hints that the magi represent different races, an 
idea that was further developed around the 14th century, in 

which the wise men were said to represent the three known 
races of the time, European, Asian, and African.  According 
to another legend, St. Thomas the Apostle visited the Magi, 
and after catechizing them, he initiated them into the 
Christian faith.  Eventually the Wise Men were ordained 
priests and then bishops.  Near the end of their lives, the 
Christmas Star revisited them, this time bringing them 
together for a final reunion.  The information provided by 
Bede, and this legend, are interesting but historically 
unreliable. !
HISTORY 
Epiphany is an ancient feast, dating to the 3rd century in the 
East. In the East, the Epiphany feast pre-dates the 
Christmas feast, although the West knew of the Nativity 
Feast before the Epiphany feast.  Originally the Epiphany 
celebrated the Baptism of Christ.  The birth of Christ was 
often tied to the Epiphany.  The Church in Jerusalem 
celebrated Christ's nativity on January 6 until AD 549.  St. 
Epiphanius (d. AD 403) also lists the Epiphany as the date 
of the celebration of Christ's birth.  However, the Apostolic 
Constitution (c AD 380) mandates the celebration of Christ's 
birth on December 25th, and His Epiphany on January 6.  In 
the Armenian Church today, January 6 is the only day 
celebrating Christ's Incarnation.  The Epiphany feast was 
introduced in the Western Church by the 4th century, but the 
connection between the feast and Christ's baptism was 
gradually lost.  The Western observance of the feast soon 
became associated with the visit of the Wise Men.  In the 
West, the Feast of Jesus' baptism is a separate holy day, 
and currently falls on the Sunday following Epiphany.  In the 
East, the feast of the Nativity and the Epiphany gradually 
became two distinct feasts. !
Various customs have developed around Epiphany.  In the 
East, there is a solemn blessing of water.  In the West, in 
the Middle Ages, houses were blessed on Epiphany. Holy 
water was sprinkled in each room. The whole family was 
involved. The father led the procession with a shovel of 
charcoal on which he burned incense and the oldest son 
had the bowl of holy water. The rest of the family followed 
along saying the rosary and/or singing hymns. While the 
father and oldest son were incensing and blessing the 
house, the youngest child carried a plate of chalk. The chalk 
had been blessed with a special blessing after morning 
Mass. The father took the blessed chalk and wrote over 
every room that led outside: 20 + C + M + B + 08 which 
stands for "Anno Domini 2008 -- Caspar, Melchior, 
Balthasar" and means "The three Holy Kings, Caspar, 
Melchior, Balthasar, in the year of Our Lord, 2008" or 
whatever the year may be.  The letters C, M, and B are also 
thought to stand for Christus mansionem benedicat, 
meaning "Christ bless this home.”  This tradition of blessing 
the doorways symbolizes the family's commitment to 
welcome Christ into their homes on a daily basis through 
the year. !
Today many Christians celebrate Epiphany, including 
Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans, Lutherans, and Methodists. 
However, many Christians have yet to be introduced to the 
Epiphany feast, as it falls in the empty space between 
Christmas and Easter that exists in many non-Catholic 
churches. 

http://www.churchyear.net/epiphany.html

http://www.churchyear.net/epiphany.html

