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Over the Coffee !
 The days are short, the nights long.  The darkness descends early and the lights           
of Christmas decorations on houses bring a glow to the early evening.  The air has 
been warm enough to enjoy walking outside, although the past week has given us a 
hint of the winter to come.  This is a wonderful time of the year.  The light of the 
world is coming!  The season of Advent allows us to think again of that period of hope 
and anticipation that the people of God felt in their best moments; though crushing 
disappointments and doubts cast a shadow across much of that time.  In the fullness of 
time, Paul tells us, God sent forth His Son! !
 The readings for the Second Sunday of Advent through Christmas Day are as           
follows: !
 Dec. 4 Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12          

 Dec. 11 Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10, James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11         

 Dec. 18 Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25         

 Dec. 25 Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20        !
The Scripture for each week's message and sermon title this month are as follows: !
     Dec. 4 Matthew 3:1-12 “A Voice in a Desolate Place”           

     Dec. 11 Matthew 11:2-11 “Reports from the Front”       

     Dec. 18 Matthew 1:18-25 “The First Christmas – Joseph and Mary”       

     Dec. 25 Luke 2:1-20 “The First Christmas Pageant”               !
 On December 21st we will meet at the normal Bible study time of 11:00 a.m.,           
but we will practice some carols for a few minutes and then go out caroling to some of 
our home-bound members.  All are invited to participate in this annual time of sharing, 
and we will once again go to lunch in the neighborhood afterwards.  Blessings to you 
and yours during this Advent and Christmas season. !
Pastor Cy !
!



December Anniversaries 
Kirk & Nancy Gay - 12/18 

Karl & Betsy Hildebrand - 12/22 
Bill & Pat Whittington - 12/28 !

December Birthdays 
Amanda Smerdel - 12/5 

Mary Grazer - 12/12 
Noah Hildebrand - 12/23 

Paul Moore - 12/27 
Janis Snowball - 12/27 
Bette Martin –- 12/28 

John McCallum - 12/31 !
Assistance with Utilities and Groceries 

 Anyone having trouble paying bills or feeding a 
family may be referred to the Clintonville Resource 
Center for assistance.  Individuals or families must 
live north of Hudson Street and south of Worthing-
ton, west of I-71 and east of Route 315, and must 
bring an ID and proof of address (such as a utility bill 
in their name) to CRC between noon and 4:00 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays.  CRC is located at 3222 N. 
High St., Columbus, OH; phone: 614-268-3539.  Also, 
if anyone needs special assis-tance please do not 
hesitate to bring your situation to the attention of 
Pastor Cy. !

Ann Judson Circle 
 The Ann Judson Circle met at the church on       
November 8th at 2:00 p.m. with 13 members present.  
Snacks served tailgate style by hostesses Carol Miller 
and Marcia Smith were enjoyed with all wearing Ohio 
State symbols, and cards were also signed.  For the 
program Carol Miller led in making a craft of ribbon 
angel ornaments.  The circle business was conducted 
and Bev Dowler shared a devotion from a reading  
titled “Garden of Life” in living the Christian life 
using various vegetable names.  After adjournment 
plates for shut-ins were prepared with fruit, candy, 
crackers and angel ornaments provided by circle 
members. !

Anniversary Celebration 

 The people of North Baptist Church are invited 
to the 50th anniversary reception of Kirk and Nancy 
Gay on Sunday, 8 January 2017, at 2 - 4:00 p.m.  It 
will be at Maple Grove United Methodist Church, 
located at Henderson Road and North High Street.  
The parking is accessed behind Maple Grove 
Church on West Aldridge Road.  In place of per-
sonal gifts, it is hoped that donations will be made 
to CRC:  canned goods, food staples, or funds. 

New Address 

 Harold Castor:  5757 Ponderosa Drive, Apt. 322, 
Columbus, OH 43231; same phone:  614-890-8845. !

Acknowledgement 

Dear Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for the cards and all of your       
prayers.  I know I have been surrounded by prayer 
and that is why I have improved so quickly.  It was 
a joy to be with you Sunday and to be back in the 
Hugs!  Thank you for your support during this time. ! Love, Cindy Tillis !

CRC Christmas Gifts 

 We are again collecting unwrapped gifts, toys       
and wrapping paper for CRC.  Please put them 
under the tree in the Fellowship Hall and we will 
take them to CRC.  All donations should be at the 
church by December 14th.  Thank you for always 
answering our pleas for help.  Have a blessed 
Christmas.  

Love, Your Mission Team 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 

  December 4 - Joel 1, 2, 3      
  December 11 - Zechariah 1, 2    
  December 18 -  Zechariah 3, 4, 7    
  December 25 - Matthew 1, 2; Revelation 4    

Tim McCarthy !
Financial Secretary’s Report

CATEGORY NOVEMBER

TOTAL BUDGET RECEIPTS $7,998.00

MISSIONS / DESIGNATED

     RMMO 145.00

OTHER

     Fellowship Fund 215.00

     Gift 100.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $8,458.00

Bette Martin, Financial Secretary



Treasurer’s Report 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Proposed Church Budget 
 Copies of the proposed church expense budget       
for next year have been available in the narthex for 
a couple of weeks.  I hope you have time to review 
this document. 
 The budgeted items as proposed are unchanged       
from this year’s budget.  I could not identify any 
areas where the budget could be reduced to give us 
any significant savings.  This year’s spending is 
pretty much in line with what was budgeted. 
Income (receipts mostly from Sunday offerings) has 
been a little below what the expense budget requires 
and so we have had to transfer $5,000 from savings 
to make up the shortfall.  We currently have 
$15,000 in savings.  I welcome any ideas you may 
have concerning the budget. 
 This proposed budget will be discussed at the       
upcoming church business meeting. Please pray for 
guidance as we consider this budget for 2017. !

Tim McCarthy, Treasurer !
Transfer of Membership 

 We welcomed Marilyn Grossi into North Baptist       
Church from Sawmill Baptist Church in Powell, 
Ohio with the Right Hand of Fellowship on 
November 20th.  Marilyn comes from a family line 
of pastors, teachers, missionaries and workers in the 
American Baptist Church for many generations, 
including Elder William Brewster on the 
Mayflower.  Marilyn has been a foster parent to 
more than 100 girls, and has also been a member of 
the Ann Judson Circle at North Baptist before 
becoming a member of our church.  We are honored 
to have Marilyn in our congregation. !

Prayer Needs 

Elizabeth Brigham - back pain 
Harold Castor - assisted living in Friendship Village 
Judy Darst - friend Jane’s brother-in-law Dayle had 
           colon cancer -- may have returned 
Dorothy Johnson - Parkinson’s disease 
Carol Miller - healing and peace for stepfather John, 
             aunts Suddie and Wanda and cousin 
             Randy 
Cedric Shields - assisted living in Wesley Glen 
Debbie Smalley - recovery from surgery 
Cindy Tillis - recovering from back surgery 
Bill Vargo - requests prayer 
Steve & Ann Waltman - friend Jill Geifler for 
        further cancer surgery 
Pat & Bill Whittington:  Pat  - stronger lungs; 
        Bill - Alzheimer’s 
Marilyn Yost - back pain; fluid around heart 
Marilyn Yost’s nephew Tom Yost - healing of 
             remaining cancer 

CATEGORY NOVEMBER
INCOME

Bank interest   0.61            
BUDGET RECEIPTS   7,998.00     
Designated Offering - Fellowship Fund   215.00        
Designated Offering - RMMO   145.00        
Gift   100.00        
TOTAL INCOME  $ 8,458.61   

EXPENSES

Uncategorized   24.00          
DESIGNATED OFFERINGS

Designated Offerings:  Fellowship Fund Pmt.   338.00        
Designated Offerings:  WMO Offering Pmt.   1,758.98     
TOTAL DESIGNATED OFFERINGS   2,096.98     
FEES - VARIOUS

Fees:  Finance Charge   21.09          
TOTAL Fees-various   21.09          
MINISTRY TEAM EXPENSES

Ministry Team Exp.:  ABC United Missions   1,000.00     
TOTAL MINISTRY TEAM EXPENSES   1,000.00     
OPERATING EXPENSES

Facilities-Equipment-Maintenance   97.78          
Insurance   602.84        
Office Supplies   327.57        
Utilities   851.57        
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES   1,879.76     
PASTOR'S COMPENSATION

Pastor's Compensation:  Cash Salary   1,333.34     
Pastor's Comp.:  Housing Allowance   2,166.66     
Pastor's Comp.:  Med. Reimbursement   813.75        
Pastor's Comp.:  Social Security-Medicare   267.75        
TOTAL Pastor's Compensation   4,581.50     
STAFF EXPENSES

Staff Expenses:  Custodial Services   300.00        
Staff Expenses:  Musician Services   525.00        
Staff Expenses:  Workers Compensation   41.92          
TOTAL STAFF EXPENSES   866.92        
Taxes Withheld   (63.74)       
TOTAL EXPENSES  $ 10,396.51 

Tim McCarthy, Treasurer



The Twelve Days of Christmas 
Dennis Bratcher !

The Twelve Days of Christmas is probably 
the most misunderstood part of the church 
year among Christians who are not part of 
liturgical church traditions.  Contrary to 
much popular belief, these are not the 
twelve days before Christmas, but in most 
of the Western Church are the twelve days 
from Christmas until the beginning of 
Epiphany  (January 6th; the 12 days count 
from December 25th until January 5th).  In 
some traditions, the first day of Christmas 
begins on the evening of December 25th 

with the following day considered the First Day of Christmas 
(December 26th).  In these traditions, the twelve days begin 
December 26th and include Epiphany on January 6th. !
The origin and counting of the Twelve Days is complicated, 
and is related to differences in calendars, church traditions, 
and ways to observe this holy day in various cultures (see 
Christmas).  In the Western church, Epiphany is usually 
celebrated as the time the Wise Men or Magi arrived to 
present gifts to the young Jesus (Matt. 2:1-12).  
Traditionally there were three Magi, probably from the fact 
of three gifts, even though the biblical narrative never says 
how many Magi came.  In some cultures, especially 
Hispanic and Latin American culture,  January 6th is 
observed as Three Kings Day, or simply the Day of the 
Kings (Spanish: la Fiesta de Reyes, el Dia de los Tres 
Reyes, el Dia de los Reyes Magos; Dutch: Drieko-
ningendag).  Even though December 25th is celebrated as 
Christmas in these cultures, January 6th is often the day for 
giving gifts.  In some places it is traditional to give 
Christmas gifts for each of the Twelve Days of Christmas.  
Since Eastern Orthodox traditions use a different religious 
calendar, they celebrate Christmas on January 7th and 
observe Epiphany or Theophany on January 19th. !
By the 16th century, some European and Scandinavian 
cultures had combined the Twelve Days of Christmas with 
(sometimes pagan) festivals celebrating the changing of the 
year.  These were usually associated with driving away evil 
spirits for the start of the new year. !
The Twelfth Night is January 5th, the last day of the 
Christmas Season before Epiphany (January 6th).  In some 
church traditions, January 5th is considered the eleventh 
Day of Christmas, while the evening of January 5th is still 
counted as the Twelfth Night, the beginning of the Twelfth 
day of Christmas the following day.  Twelfth Night often 
included feasting along with the removal of Christmas 
decorations.  Many European celebrations of Twelfth Night 
included a King's Cake, remembering the visit of the Three 
Magi, and ale or wine (a King's Cake is part of the 
observance of Mardi Gras in French Catholic culture of the 
Southern USA).  In some cultures, the King's Cake was part 
of the celebration of the day of Epiphany. !
The popular song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is 
usually seen as simply a nonsense song for children with 
secular origins.  However, some have suggested that it is a 

song of Christian instruction, perhaps dating to the 16th 
century religious wars in England, with hidden references to 
the basic teachings of the Christian Faith.  They contend 
that it was a mnemonic device to teach the catechism to 
youngsters.  The "true love" mentioned in the song is not an 
earthly suitor, but refers to God Himself.  The "me" who 
receives the presents refers to every baptized person who 
is part of the Christian Faith.  Each of the "days" represents 
some aspect of the Christian Faith that was important for 
children to learn. !
However, many have questioned the historical accuracy of 
this origin of the song “The Twelve Days of Christmas”.  
While some have tried to debunk this as an "urban myth" 
out of personal agendas, others have tried to deal with this 
account of the song's origin in the name of historical 
accuracy (see Snopes on “The 12 Days of Christmas").  
There is little "hard" evidence available either way.  Some 
church historians affirm this account as basically accurate, 
while others point out apparent historical and logical 
discrepancies. !
The reality is that the "evidence" for both perspectives is 
mostly in logical deduction and probabilities.   Lack of 
positive evidence does not automatically provide negative 
evidence.  On the other hand, logical deduction and 
probability do not provide proof either.  One internet site 
devoted to debunking hoaxes and legends says that, "there 
is no substantive evidence to demonstrate that the song 
'The Twelve Days of Christmas' was created or used as a 
secret means of preserving tenets of the Catholic faith, or 
that this claim is anything but a fanciful modern day 
speculation...."  Yet, there is no "substantive evidence" that 
will disprove it either. !
The view of the song as a secret catechism is most likely 
legendary or anecdotal.  Without corroboration and in the 
absence of "substantive evidence," we probably should not 
take overly rigid positions from either perspective.  It is all 
too easy to turn the song into a crusade for personal 
opinions.  That would do more to violate the spirit of 
Christmas than the song is worth.  So, for the sake of 
historical accuracy, we need to acknowledge the likelihood 
that the song had secular origins. !
However, on another level, this should not prevent us from 
using the song in celebration of Christmas.  Many of the 
symbols of Christianity were not originally religious, 
including even the present date of Christmas, but were 
appropriated from contemporary culture by the Christian 
Faith as vehicles of worship and proclamation.  Perhaps, 
when all is said and done, historical accuracy, as important 
as that might be on one level, is not really the point.  
Perhaps more important is that Christians can celebrate 
their rich heritage, and God's grace, through one more 
avenue during the Advent and Christmas seasons.  Now, 
when they hear what they once thought was only a secular 
"nonsense song,"  they will be reminded in one more way of 
the grace of God working in transforming ways in their lives 
and in our world.  After all, is that not the meaning of 
Christmas anyway? !

http://www.crivoice.org/cy12days.html

http://www.crivoice.org/cy12days.html

